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U1 I BOOK FUND DRIVE

REACHES $111,500
i·llSSOULA-George W. Oechsli, executive director of the University of

~lontana

Alumni Association,

' said the Uri Library Book Fund Drive has reached $111,500.
The Associated Students of the University of i Iontana (ASU~l) has raised about $15,000
of this money, according to Greg Beck, chairman of the ASUt 1 Book Fund committee.
The Alumni Association and ASur.I are asking alumni, faculty, students, parents and
friends to contribute to an account from which the library is free to draw for needed
acquisitions, said Oechsli.

"We work very closely Nith ASUTI and all funds go into the

same account as a combined effort," said Oechsli.

"We are quite proud of the money raised

so far because we have never done anything like this before."
Beck said he wrote to all the parents of students in addition to faculty and staff
members asking them to contribute.
Student donations \vere accepted at tables set up in the University Center and about
1,300 t·lissoula businessnem have been asked to contribute, he said.
1

'We are starting to pick up big donations noN," Beck said.

"I have received numerous

letters of support as well as financial contributions from many businesses in

~1issoula,

giving me a great deal of encouragement that the drive \vill be successful."
Dr. Richard G. Landini, academic vice president at Uti, said the Northwest Association
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, ,.,hich accredits colleges and hirrh schools in the Pacific
North\vest, severely criticized the University Library holdings in its 1968 report.
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"This was a kind of warning that if there hasn't been substantial change in the
library situation by the time of the next visit, it will become a highly critical issue,''
Dr. Landini said.
"There is no danger to the University's accreditation at the next visit, which lvill
take place in the next few years, but the situation for the future is critical, and this
situation depends upon the State Legislature," Dr. Landini emphasized.

"l'le

have very

limited funds coming out of the legislature for book and periodical acquisitions."
"The Alumni Association Book Fund Drive is helping

to keep the wolf a\llay from the

door, but tve still have to go back to the legislature because Ne Nill need much more money
than the Book Fund Urive can supply," Dr. Landini said.
''If

\'ie

go by the past record of the

le~islature,

the future is not all that promising."

Earle C. Thompson, dean of library service at Uti, said there

are no official standards

for deciding library adequacy."
"Hm.,rever, the University Library was about 100,000 volumes short in 1969, according
to the most \oJidely accepted standard of computing colleee needs," Thompson added.
''If \lie could obtain $500,000 in a relatively brief period, we could have a relatively
adequate collection for the programs we presently have at the University," Thompson
concluded.
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